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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the results and problems of
the policy implementation to establish a special economic zone in Mae Sot district,
2) study the factors affecting the policy implementation, and 3) propose ways of improving the
policy implementation. This study involved mixed methods of qualitative and quantitative
research. The qualitative research used structured interviews with 3 groups (15 key
informants each for total of 45 key informants), group 1: people sector, group 2: government
sector, and group 3: private sector. They were selected purposively and the data were
analyzed by content analysis and interpretation. The quantitative research was conducted
using a sample of 400 respondents consisting of govemment administrators, technical experts,
businessmen, and community leaders of Mae Sot, Phop Phra and Mae Ramat districts in
Tak province. The sample size was obtained using Taro Yamane’s formula. The sample was
selected by proportional stratified random sampling. The research tool for the data collecting
was a 5-level Likert-type rating scale questionnaire with a reliability of 0.87. The statistics used
for data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation, and stepwise MRA.

The research results were as follows:

1) The overall results of the policy implementation, for which the readiness
and feasibility study was done during 2556-2558 B.E. and was actually established in 2558 B.E.,
revealed that overall practice was at a moderate level (X= 3.40, S.D. = 0.71).
Considering aspects individually provided the following: appro;ﬁﬁateness of location was at a
high level (X = 3.61, S.. = 0.78), mechanism of public administration was at a high
level (X = 3.46, S.D. = 0.74), technology and communication was at a high level (X = 344,
S.D. = 0.78), infrastructure was at a high levels (X = 3.42, S.D. = 0.78), public relations
was at a moderate level (X = 3.32, S.D. = 0.94), and publlc participation was at a high
level (X = 3.18, S.D. = 0.92). The qualitative research revealed that the success of the
policy implementation was at a moderate level and that it could enhance trading,
investment for industries and tourism every year. The trade values of border custom
points in 2557 B.E. were 63,847 and increased to 84, 976 million baht in 2559 B.E.
Infrastructure investments by the publlc sector totaled 16 000 million baht and by
the private sector 12,200 million baht. Moreover, it was a gateway to the Andaman
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sea’s East-West Economic Corridor. Mae Sot city was established to be a special local
organization. The policy committee on ithe development of special economic zone was also
organized to conduct the facilitaticfm of benefits with incentives package. The Tak
spedial economic zone office was also established to conduct permanent crossing points. The
problems encountered were composed of (1) intemal politics of Thailand and Myanmar;
Thaitand lacked political security and govemment continuity while Myanmar faced problems
with minority rebels, (2) labor; shortage of skilled labor and human trafficking as well as social
impacts due to the cost of living and the rising of land, and (3) community rights conceming
natural resource conservation; lnmltations due to the legal conditions for establishing a Mae
Sot special economic zone as well as low levels of public relations and participation.

2) There were 3 influential factors affecting policy implementation (1) factor
of management of special economic zones (B = 0.705) which consisted of 5 variables
(ie. appropriate leadership, management readiness, rules and: regulations, understanding in
management, and management potential), (2) factor of spedial economic zone development
(B = 0.231) which consisted of 5 variables (i.e. trading, investment, marketing, employment,
and confidence aeation), and (3) factor of policy to establish spedal economic zones (B = 0.193)
which consisted of 4 variables (i.e. clarity of objectives, appropriateness, support and
encouragement, and privilege). These 3 factors explained 78.30 % (R’ = 0.783) of the
variation of the policy implementation to establish the special economic zone at a
statistical significance level of 0.05. Moreover, the qualitative research revealed 2 other
factors which provided incentive measures. The first was benefits of revenue taxation
for juristic persons and special privileges on fees, value-added tax and excise tax. The
other factor was facilitated measures which consisted of one stop service and the
reduction of procedures and time for the registration and allowance.

3) The proposed improvement for policy implementation consisted of: 3.1)
Policy approach; (1) the government should improve the pe}ception and participation of
the people to make them more knowledgeable of the advantages, and disadvantages that
may be encountered in order to have better mutual understanding, (2) urgently develop the
infrastructure by integrating the land roads, logistics, and the airport, and (3) reform laws and
increase the efficiency of enforcement, and define community rights conceming natural
resource conservation such as forests, and water 3.2) Administratioh approach; (1) dlearly formulate
executive authority in the Mae Sot special economic zone, (2) moblllze public relations and
Create cooperative networks for partners of the people sector and (3) urgently develop a
workforce and labor force having the knowledge and capacity to comply with market
demands and respond to the ASEAN. economic community, and 3.3) Technical approach;
(1) the public sector should study the long term impacts of the policy establishment,
(2) the public sector should study the trading, investments, ‘imports-exports and income
of domestic industrial entrepreneurs, and (3) the public sector- should study the aljen,
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were 1) to study the causal factors leading to
repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine addicts, 2) to develop a learning activity
model to reduce repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine addicts, and 3) to
study the results of the learning activity model to reduce repeated drug behavior of
methamphetamine addicts. The study was divided into three phases: Phase 1: Study
of the causal factors leading to repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine addicts.
The sample consisted of 762 methamphetamine addicts who had either stopped
taking narcotics themselves or with the help of drug treatment but returned to using
drugs and were currently undergoing treatment under the Department of Medical
service, Ministry of Public Health. The instrument was a questionnaire on the causal
factors leading to repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine addicts. Its reliability
was 0.88. The data were analyzed by examining the consistency of the developed
structural equation model with the empirical data and the study of the magnitude of
the direct influence, the indirect influence and the combined influence of the factors
studied on repeated addiction by using LISREL for Windows version 9.1 Activation code
No. AF67-B122-F8C8-1CAS5. Phase 2: Development of a learning activity model to reduce
repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine addicts. This involved using the results
from phase 1 and the learning theory of the behavioral theories as well as the learning
activity model, and the style of the activities of both domestic and international
therapies. They were synthesized as a learning activity model. The instrument was a
suitability and consistency assessment conducted by five experts. Phase 3: Study of
the effects of using the learning activity model to reduce repeated drug behavior of
methamphetamine addicts by quasi-experimental research. The sample consisted of
27 methamphetamine addicts who received treatment at the Thanyarak Institute of
Rehabilitation. They were divided into control and experimental groups using a simple
random method. The control group consisted of 14 individuals who received regular
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learning activities only. The 13 individuals in the experimental group received a form
of learning using the activity model to reduce repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine
addicts and regular learning activities. The statistics used in the data analysis were
percentage, mean, and standard deviation. Comparisons of the basic information and
drug behavior were done using t-test, Chi-square and Fisher’s exact test.

. The research found that:

1. The causal model affecting the repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine
addicts was consistent with the empirical data. (Chi-square = 179.84 p-value = 0.00
GFI = 0.97 AGFI = 0.96 and parameter estimation error (RMSEA) = 0.04). Five causal factors
leading to repeated drug behavior of methamphetamine addicts were identified.
In decreasing order of influence they were as follows: (1) environmental factors and
community influence, (2) drug related behavior, (3) family environment, (4) influence
from friends, and (5) internal behavior of drug users.

2. The learning activity model has principles and concepts to reduce repeated
drug behavior of methamphetamine addicts. It is a learning activity model that places
the therapist as the center focus of the practice training. The therapist has knowledge
of meditation and uses the basic Buddist meditation method and practice to modify
ideas and attitudes to help abolish the use of drugs. The learning activities consist of
5 stages: (1) mental retention and meditation, (2) experience sharing, (3) knowledge
sharing, (4) skill training, and (5) reflecting and applying. The result of the validity
testing of the model was 0.93 and the overall validity was high ( X =4.42, S.D. = 0.35).

3. The results of the experiment using the learning activity model to reduce
drug reuse behavior of methamphetamine users showed that the drug behavior of the
individuals in the experimental group and the control group was not significantly
different.

The research recommendation is that a leamning activity model should be
arranged. It would use the basic Buddist meditation method and practice to continuously
modify ideas and attitudes of methamphetamine addicts so that they can reduce and
ultimately stop the using drugs.

Keywords: Causal factor, Methamphetamine, Learning Activity Model, Reuse Drug
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